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Effects of imitation in melody creation
- melody schema perspective

Yuichi Uchida
Abstract: Imitation of the melody model acquires new conceptual knowledge of the melody and
adjusts the melody schema. As a result, a readiness for melodic creation was formed, and a
hypothesis was established that creative expression with ingenuity becomes possible.
As a result of the study, a significant difference was found in the proportion of creative ideas in

the group that imitated the melody model and the group that did not imitate.
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As a result of comparing the group with high dependence on the melody model and the group with
low dependence, there was no significant difference in the proportion of creative ideas. Imitation
of the melody model is a developmental experience, and its effectiveness as a teaching method
has been confirmed.

Keywords: melody creation, melody schema, imitation
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How to teach “Moral Education
through Deliberating and Discussing” in junior high schools:

What is necessary to bring about quality improvement?

Yuko Hiroeda

Abstract: "Moral Education" was established as part of the curriculum in elementary and junior
high schools in Japan in 2015. With the introduction of certified textbooks and enhanced
evaluation methods, a new approach to moral education, referred to as "Moral Education through
Deliberating and Discussing”, was proposed as a guideline for transforming the quality of moral
education classes. This study examines the instructional methods required to shift from the
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traditional focus on emotional interpretation—Ilong a challenge in moral education—to a more
deliberating and discussing approach. The research targeted moral education and Japanese
language classes in junior high schools, comparing and analyzing instructional content prone to
overlap based on the curriculum guidelines and the content of textbook materials. The results
revealed distinct differences in instructional objectives between moral education and Japanese
language classes, despite similarities in textbook materials. To achieve qualitative transformation
in moral education classes, remaining challenges include fostering a shared understanding of
lesson objectives among students and teachers, enhancing teacher training in moral education
during teacher education programs and in-service training, and developing teaching materials

aligned with student’s real-life experiences.

Keywords: Moral Education through Deliberating and Discussing, Qualitative Transformation,

Interpretation, Japanese Language Education
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Learning Japanese Tradition and Culture

through Storytelling called “Kodan”

Hiroaki Koizumi

Abstract: Storytelling such as Rakugo, Kodan and Rokyoku, is the representative oral tradition
and culture in Japan. This research report is about the educational benefits (values) of teaching
storytelling in Japanese classroom. As for the presentation skills, first, through Kodan
students can learn Japanese traditional cultures, language activities and moral values. Second,
performing Kodan in classroom can improve students’ presentation skill and in-depth learning.

Third, Kodan offers educational materials for students to think about the wonder of life and the
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meaning of life. In this paper, the examples of practical lessons based on the origins of the
Hosokawa Tea Bowl House, are also introduced for junior-/high students to think about the values

of honesty and fairness even in a life of simple poverty.

Keywords: Japanese Tradition and Culture, the Art of Storytelling, Kodan, Language Teaching,

Moral Education
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